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Leadership Camp 2016

 Written by Charlotte Rahme
 
 Leadership camp is an overnight camp hosted by West Carleton, where students spend their weekend at 
school doing fun activities, building relationships, and learning new skills. However, builders, the selected stu-
dents at West Carleton that volunteer their time to plan and run the camp, explain that leadership camp is much 
more. Lauren Maloney, a grade eleven builder, comments that “leadership camp is a weekend where [students] 
have the opportunity to form new friendships and bonds in a really positive environment.” Upon arriving at the 
camp,  “students are put into groups, and create memories and bonds with people they don’t normally talk to,” 
Charlotte Foster a grade eleven builder describes. “At leadership camp you actually build on your trust, friend-
ships, and leadership skills while having fun and creating memories.” 

 Each leadership camp has it’s own unique activities and theme. This leadership camp, taking place from 
Friday 26 to Sunday 28, had the theme of time travel. There were plenty of activities that students could partic-
ipate in, including but not limited to rockwall climbing, yoga, decorating cakes, and playing board games. As 
well, there are constantly fun ice breaker, risk and trust, and life learning skill games that groups do with each 
other. Charlotte also claims that “the main attraction is the huge murder mystery,” a fun game that the students 
play all throughout the school. The activities and games are great as they “give [students] an opportunity to 
meet new people and make new friends in a way that’s really unique to leadership camp,” Lauren exclaims.

 Leadership camp is an experience seemingly crucial to the high school experience and is highly recom-
mended by students, builders, and staff alike. Including Charlotte, who claims that “every student should go to 
leadership camp!” She also states that “Leadership camp is a great way to express yourself, and build on skills 
while having the time of your life as well!” To Lauren, 
“Leadership camp is about putting yourself out there and trying something new.” She explains that it’s a fantas-
tic experience because “everyone there is super accepting. Everybody is there to make some new friends and 
awesome memories.” Going to leadership camp can help students feel at home at west and can build confidence. 
Most people leave with new friends and great memories. For many students, leadership camp is an amazing 
experience in their high school years.
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Looking Back

Written by Sara Buder

Semester 1 of the 2015-16 school year has 
come to an end, and we are now several weeks into the 
second. For some of us, this will be our last semester at 
West as the Class of 2016. A surreal feeling has over-
come us all. One day you’re in ninth grade trying to 
make your way, then you blink, and you find yourself 
looking back on the past four years. 

Whether you choose to attend college, univer-
sity, or take a year off, the future holds so much uncer-
tainty. Along with the excitement of graduating comes 
a sense of apprehensiveness. And this is natural con-
sidering the decisions currently being made. We must 
remember that whichever decisions are made will be 
the right ones.

Inevitably, we will leave West with many fond 
memories. When asked what they would miss the 
most about West, here are some of the answers that the 
seniors came up with. “Being involved in leadership 
camp, student council, and playing on sports teams,” 
said Sara Gibson. “I’m going to miss the daily routine. 
The supportive teachers you know you’ll see every 
day and the feeling of comfort. The future is so uncer-
tain that I’m going to miss the classes full of people 
we know and the feeling of easiness when walking the 
halls,” tells Beth Connelly. “How about it being a sense 
of community. Like if two guys start singing happy 
birthday, the whole hall joins in,” notes Avery Elliott. 
Even if it is as simple as the cafeteria pizza, we will all 
miss something. We’ll continue to look back on these 
days as four of the best years of our lives.

Art by Evelyn Kelsey Art by Josie Holgate
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Movie Review: Franklyn

 Written by Quenten Penney

 This movie really is difficult. Not only to review, but to describe without spoiling it.

 Let me first explain my history of this film. When I was young my family went to Blockbuster a lot, and one day I 
saw the cover of a dvd (as you can see to the side) and I saw it a few times when I went to Blockbuster again. I never rent-
ed it though, and for a long time I could never remember what it was called, however I still remembered the cover. Years 
later I went to CD WAREHOUSE and I found it, only to lose it and forget the title (again). But now, right before Christ-
mas last year, I went to CD WAREHOUSE where it turns out they were closing, (sadness), and I found it one last time.

 Now on to the review.

 The film is a sci-fi thriller/drama about four characters dealing with problems in their life, from Eva Green’s 
character who is a suicidal artist to Sam Riley’s character whose bride ran away at the altar. These character’s parts of the 
film are set in modern day London and their struggles may seem uninteresting at first but once the films pace sets in, their 
stories takes on as much importance as the real main character Preest. Jonathon Preest, the mysterious loner of Meanwhile 
City, is the only atheist in a city gripped by Faith, where every resident must have a religion which lends weight to the 
film’s plot and themes.

 All the cast were very good in their roles, Phillippe does well as Preest without going into deep voiced batman ter-
ritory without being funny and Eva Green’s portrays her very flawed character with enough humanity to keep the audience 
interested without becoming fed up with her character’s behavior.

 The film constantly switches between the two settings, for both dramatic effect and to keep the film moving at a 
solid pace. One that has audiences guessing at the link between all the characters and how the alternate reality of Mean-
while city ties in with them. Meanwhile City itself is a stunning and darkly captivating location for the other half of the 
film and provides the visual cement to the films concepts and makes for some of the most inventive design I’ve seen in 
sets and costumes for a long time. It’s a Gothic vision of skyscrapers and futuristic landscapes with inspiration from cathe-
drals and ancient architecture. 

 It’s safe to say that you shouldn’t let anyone spoil the film’s twists or plot for you, because the film’s twists often 
seem predictable before hand but upon their realization they can be quite surprising reveals.

 For those familiar with films such as Donnie Darko, the ideas driving the film may seem to be done and dusted 
but Franklyn’s fresh approach to the concepts as well as its stunning execution make this film worthy of anyone looking to 
engage their thoughts in some very interesting concepts regarding, reality and perception. Go out and watch this film, it’s 
conclusion will linger with you for days afterwards.

                            /5


